


‘Data Book – State of States’ is the second book in our Data Book series. We started this 
series last year intending to make economic and social data in India more accessible. The 
first book ‘Data Book – State of India’ was a concise reference book for data about India. It 
covered over 2000 indicators with over 180 charts covering 12 chapters. This book builds 
on that book by covering data about the States of India. 

The states of India are a diverse lot. And they are at different stages of development. Some 
states are rapidly industrialising while some are still seeing faster growth in Agriculture. 
The smallest Indian state is just 1% the size of the largest and likewise, the poorest Indian 
state has a per Capita GDP of just 10% of the richest Indian state. On one hand, the 
southern states including Kerala and Tamil Nadu are expected to barely see any growth 
in population in the current decade. While on the other hand, states such as Bihar and 
Jharkhand are expected to see 10-15% growth in population during the current decade. 
Thus, while aggregate data gives an important perspective on where India as a country 
stands, it misses out on many nuances that state-level data throws up. We hope this book 
helps you appreciate these nuances. 

The book is structured in three sections with around 400 pages in total. The first section 
highlights the key trends across states. The second section covers state rankings across 
various parameters and the third section has a dashboard for every state. Each section 
has 10 chapters covering various facets from Demographics and Health to Energy and 
Infrastructure to Banking and State Finances. 

We are thrilled that we have found a partner in the BW Businessworld Group for this 
edition of the book. There are very few media houses in India country who could have 
done justice to a book of this kind and BW Businessworld is right up there at the top. 
We owe a special thanks to Dr Annurag Batra, the Editor in Chief & Chairman of the BW 
Businessworld Group for making this happen.

Lastly, may we ask for a favour? Please share your feedback about this book. If there is 
anything you would like done differently—be it wider or deeper or lesser coverage of data 
in any section, or more visualisations, sections being added or deleted, anything at all—
please drop us a line at support@indiadatahub.com. 

And there is one more thing. If you do notice any bugs in this book, please do report them 
to us. While we do not have a bug bounty program, we would very much like to squash 
them. And yes, bugs are not a feature.

Thank you,
Ashutosh Datar
Co-Founder, IndiaDataHub
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The States of India are a diverse lot. Not just in social and demographic terms but also 
in economic terms. Thus, Maharashtra, the state with the largest GDP (~US$400bn), has 
a GDP comparable to that of Singapore. On the other hand, Mizoram, the state with the 
smallest GDP (~US$3bn), has a GDP lower than Somalia and only slightly higher than 
Bhutan. The states vary significantly in terms of affluence too. Goa has the highest per 
capita GDP in the country and at over US$7,000, it is comparable to that of Thailand. On 
the other hand, Bihar has the lowest per capita GDP in the country and at just over US$700, 
it is lower than that of Nepal or Rwanda.

What the data above highlights is the stark inter-state disparity. The smallest Indian state 
is just 1% the size of the largest and likewise, the poorest Indian state has a per Capita 
GDP of just 10% of the richest Indian state. The worrying aspect here is not that there is 
a wide disparity, but that the disparity does not seem to be narrowing. The richer and 
more industrialised states such as Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka have all seen real GDP 
grow faster than that of the poorer states in the last decade. The saving grace is that at 
least some of the poorer states have seen an acceleration in growth relative to their trend 
– states like Jharkhand, Assam and Madhya Pradesh for example have seen over 200bps 
higher GDP growth this decade relative to the last decade.

In line with the all-India trend, most states have seen their share of Agriculture decline over 
time. But there have been some notable exceptions. Madhya Pradesh for example has seen 
Agriculture share increase by 15ppt over the past decade. Other large states that have seen 
an increase in the share of Agriculture are Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and Rajasthan. 
On the other end, there are Sikkim, Uttarakhand and Assam that have seen the highest 
increase in the share of industry in their GDP. While Karnataka is amongst the highest 
increase in the share of Services in its GDP.

The above analysis and conclusion are based on state-level GDP data. But it seems that this 
data has started to develop some quirks. For example, the sum of all state GVA, estimated 
independently by each state and UT, is now 100% of the all-India GVA as estimated by 
the CSO. And given the recent trend, it could very well rise above 100% in the next couple 
of years. In the late 1990s, the sum of all state GVA used to add up to less than 95% of 
all-India GVA. Thus, it appears that at least some of the states are starting to overestimate 
their growth – perhaps a reflection of the increased competition amongst states to show 
better economic performance.
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This second section presents rankings of states on several indicators covering each of the 
10 topics from section one. Unlike section one, which compares states across indicators 
or across time, this is a comparison of the states at a time. Through this section, we intend 
to present a snapshot of the contribution of the top states across the 10 broad topics. 
This has both advantages and disadvantages. The biggest advantage is that one can help 
understand the top states in the country – the biggest, largest, fastest-growing, slowest 
growing, leaders, laggards etc. The disadvantage is that this is ranking at a point in time 
and what holds today, may not tomorrow or may not have held in the past. 

Some of the highlights of this section are as follows:

Maharashtra is the biggest state in terms of GDP. But it does not figure in the top 10 in 
terms of per capita GDP. Tamil Nadu which has the second-highest GDP, ranks ninth in 
terms of per capita GDP. Mizoram followed by Goa are the fastest-growing states in the 
last five years. Gujarat figures at number three closely followed by Telangana. 

Similarly, while Maharashtra has the highest GDP, Uttar Pradesh has the biggest budget 
(Government receipts and expenditure) in absolute terms. And relative to the size of the 
state GDP, the North-Eastern states have the biggest budgets. Along with the North-
Eastern states, Jammu & Kashmir and Punjab have the highest state debt – at over 40% of 
GDP in the case of both as against the all-India average of just 26%. 

While Bihar is seeing amongst the fastest growth in population, Delhi and Puducherry have 
seen even faster growth in population. This largely reflects migration in these two cities 
from other parts of India. The two most urbanised states (excluding Delhi) are Goa and 
Kerala. Both have over 70% of their population living in urban areas. Infant mortality is one 
indicator where rankings align closely with incomes with the relatively poorer states having 
high infant mortality. These states also have a relatively younger population – over 30% of 
the population in UP and Bihar is under 15 years of age. 

India is a country of contrasts. Thus over 30% of the women in Bihar and Jharkhand are 
underweight, while over 10% of the women in Delhi and Puducherry are obese. One would 
expect vaccination coverage to be high in India but as of 2015-16, just over 60% of the 
children were getting all the basic vaccines. More importantly, an industrialised state 
like Gujarat is a laggard with just 50% of the children there getting the basic vaccines. 

THE LARGEST CONTRIBUTORS
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Enrolment in elementary schools is high in all the states with the lowest enrollment being 
in Jammu & Kashmir where 78% of the children are enrolled in school. 

Agriculture data is largely influenced by the size of land available for sowing and the 
productivity in that state which in turn is influenced by factors such as irrigation, size of 
land holdings fertiliser usage etc. Thus Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh have 
the largest acreage. But these are not the most productive states. It is Punjab and Haryana 
with larger landholdings, higher irrigation (near 100%), greater fertiliser use that are most 
productive. 

Goa has the densest banking network with 450 bank offices per million people – 4X all India 
average. This reflects a combination of a smaller geographic footprint for the state and a 
high rate of urbanisation. It also has the most bank deposit accounts as well as savings 
deposit accounts (relative to population). In terms of bank loans, though, the rankings are 
different. Puducherry has the highest number of loan accounts in the country (relative to 
population) followed by Tamil Nadu. The number of loan accounts in these two states at 
almost 50 per 100 people is over twice the all-India average.  

Uttar Pradesh followed by West Bengal have the most informal firms in the country 
(unincorporated enterprises). And contrary to expectation, Tamil Nadu, and not Gujarat, 
has the most factories in the country. Gujarat though has more capital-intensive factories 
as it has the most investments in factories. In terms of formal businesses (companies, LLPs) 
Maharashtra and Delhi have the highest share. Although Uttar Pradesh is catching up with 
Delhi in terms of new formal businesses.

One of the features of the labour market in India is the domination of men. The labour 
force participation rate (LFPR) for men is over 50% while that for women is half at just 
over 25%. And in some states, the gap between the two genders is even wider. In Bihar for 
instance the LPFR for men is 41% while that for women is just 5%. In Haryana, the LFPR for 
men is 50% while for women it is less than 20%. Even in Karnataka, the gap between LFPR 
between the two genders is almost 30ppt.

Among the larger states, Gujarat and Punjab consume the most petroleum products in the 
country relative to GDP. Higher consumption in Gujarat reflects higher industrialisation in 
the state while higher consumption in Punjab reflects a higher share of agriculture. This 
is reflected in Punjab being amongst the top three states in per capita consumption of 
power. Haryana ranks number two in per capita consumption of power, again a reflection 
of higher usage for agriculture. Goa consumes the most power in the country on a per-
capita basis, largely reflecting its higher level of urbanisation.

The length of Roads in the country is largely a reflection of landmass. Thus, the larger states 
have a longer road network. But the density of roads is largely a reflection of urbanisation. 
The top four states in road density, therefore, are the most urbanised in the country - Delhi, 
Puducherry, Kerala, and Goa. But this is not true of the rail network. West Bengal, Punjab, 
and Bihar rank amongst the top five states for rail network density. Interestingly, Kerala 
and Goa, the most urbanised states in the country also have the highest rural teledensity. 
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This section carries a Dashboard for all the states on each of the 10 topics covered in 
the first section. Each dashboard is a single page and in a couple of cases, half a page. 
The objective is to make the key indicators for a topic accessible at a glance rather than 
overload you, the reader, with information. The Dashboards are arranged by states to 
compare across states by just flipping a few pages. Some of the things that stand out are 
as follows:

State GDP

Goa, with just a 0.4% share in the GDP, is the richest state in the country with a per capita 
GDP that is almost 3.5x of the all-India average. It is richer than Delhi, a city-state. Delhi has 
a 4% share of the GDP and its per capita GDP is 2.7x of the all-India average. The so-called 
‘BIMARU’ states (Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Uttarakhand) are generally amongst the poorer with per capita GDP below the all-India 
average. These states cumulatively account for over a quarter of India’s GDP but have a 
per capita GDP that is well below the national average. Uttarakhand being the notable 
exception with a per capita GDP of almost 1.5x of the all-India average. The composition 
of state economy also differs significantly across states. Thus, Gujarat is amongst the most 
industrialised states with over half of its output coming from Industry. In contrast, almost 
two-thirds of Karnataka’s GDP comes from the services sector – well above the all-India 
average. 

State Finances

The composition of state revenues differs significantly across states. Over half of the 
receipts of the Madhya Pradesh government in FY19 came from the devolution of Central 
taxes. In contrast, just 18% of the receipts of Maharashtra came from devolution. Almost 
a sixth of the receipts of the Karnataka Government came from state excise (largely on 
alcohol) whereas just 4% of Kerala’s receipts came from state excise. Expenditure patterns 
differ significantly too. Thus only 7% of the Madhya Pradesh Government’s expenditure 

THE OVERALL HEALTH CHECK
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is on Pensions. In contrast, 14% of the Himachal Pradesh Government’s expenditure is on 
pensions. Tamil Nadu spends just 2% of its state expenditure on irrigation while Telangana 
spends almost 7.5% on irrigation.

Demographics
Over 10% of Andhra Pradesh’s population is old (over 60 years old) while in Arunachal 
Pradesh just 3% of its population is old. A third of Bihar’s population is young (under 14 
years) while just 20% of Tamil Nadu’s population is young. Tamil Nadu’s population is 
estimated to have grown by just 0.6% pa in the last decade (2011-2021), half the growth 
rate of the all-India population. In contrast, Jharkhand’s population is estimated to have 
grown at 1.5% pa during this period. Almost a sixth of Telangana’s population has studied 
till graduation, while in Odisha just 7% of the population has studied till graduation. Less 
than 25% of Uttar Pradesh’s population lives in urban areas while over 35% of West Bengal’s 
population lives in urban areas. And in Goa, almost three-fourths of the population lives 
in urban areas.

Social Sector

Enrolment in elementary schools is high in all the states. It is lowest in Jammu & Kashmir, 
where it is at 78%. Bihar is another state where enrolment is relatively lower but even there, 
it is almost 90%. It is higher education where enrolment is low and differs significantly 
across states. Thus, in Bihar enrolment ratio in higher education is just 15% while in Delhi 
it is almost 50%. Even in Jammu and Kashmir where enrolment in elementary education 
is low, enrolment in higher education is relatively high at 32%. The southern states, in 
general, have the most nuclear families with an average family size of around 3.5. West 
Bengal and Odisha also have relatively smaller family-size of lesser than four people. Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh in contrast have amongst the largest families at over 4.5 people per 
household on average. While almost all the childbirths in the southern states happen in 
hospitals, the North-Eastern states are laggards in this aspect with just over 50% of the 
births happening in hospitals in some of the states.

Agriculture

Fragmented land holdings is one of the structural headwinds facing the agricultural sector 
in India. Punjab, amongst the most prosperous agrarian state, has an average landholding 
of just 3.6 hectares. Several states have an average landholding of less than 1 hectare. 
Landholdings of this size make farming structurally uneconomical. In a state like Bihar, 
almost 60% of the landholdings are below 1 hectare while in Punjab just 2% of the 
landholdings are this small. In part, this influences the composition of farming output. 
In Punjab with large farm sizes, almost three-fourths of the output from farming is from 
cereals. In contrast in Telangana, with an average landholding of just 1 hectare, just a third 
of the output from farming is from cereals. In Tamil Nadu, where the average landholding 
is even lower at just 0.8 hectares, less than a quarter of the farming output is from cereals. 
Irrigation also influences cropping patterns – Punjab has almost 100% irrigation coverage 
while Tamil Nadu and Telangana have just over 50% irrigation coverage.  
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Financial Sector

Banking penetration differs significantly across states, but the richer states do not 
necessarily have higher penetration. Accordingly, a highly industrialised state like Gujarat 
has 150 bank accounts per 100 people while a relatively backward state like Chhattisgarh 
has 140 bank accounts per 100 people. Similarly, Jammu & Kashmir has a bank deposits 
base of 77% of its GDP while Karnataka has a deposit base of just 65% of its state GDP. 
This divergence exists in mutual funds too. Thus, Madhya Pradesh has a higher mutual 
fund AUM mobilisation than Kerala or Punjab. Both Punjab and Kerala have a higher bank 
deposit base than Madhya Pradesh. The penetration of private sector banks also differs 
significantly even amongst the more developed states. Thus, almost half the loans in 
Gujarat have been given by private sector banks while in Maharashtra the share of Private 
sector banks is less than 40%. 

Businesses

Uttar Pradesh has amongst the highest concentration of informal businesses in the country. 
It has almost 15% of informal firms in the country but less than 7% of active companies. 
Maharashtra and Delhi not surprisingly have a higher concentration of formal firms – 
Maharashtra has 7.5% of informal firms in the country but almost 20% of active companies 
while Delhi has less than 2% of informal firms in the country but 17% of active companies. 
But Delhi is one of the few states that has seen a decline in the number of factories in recent 
years. But despite the decline, the city-state of Delhi has the same number of factories as 
the entire state of Bihar and more than Odisha or Jharkhand. Such is the lack of organised 
manufacturing in the country. At the margin, though, things are changing. Thus, while the 
number of new formal firms being set up annually has not changed much in Delhi in the 
last five years, in states like Bihar and Odisha, it has more than doubled. 

Labour

The labour market in India is dominated by the agriculture and informal sectors. But the 
more urban states have lesser dominance of both. Thus, almost the entire workforce in 
Delhi is employed in industry and services and 60% of the workforce is employed in regular 
salaried jobs. Similarly in Goa, agriculture accounts for less than 10% of the employment 
and more than half the jobs are regular salaried jobs. But the picture is quite different in 
Gujarat which is amongst the most industrialised states in the country. Over 40% of the 
jobs in Gujarat are in agriculture and regular salaried jobs account for only 30% of the 
total. In contrast in Punjab, amongst the most agrarian states in the country, Agriculture 
accounts for only a quarter of the total jobs and over a third of the total employment is in 
regular salaried jobs. The proportion of the population employed is also vastly different 
across states and influenced to a large extent by the age structure of the population. In 
addition, factors like the level of female employment and migration into or away from 
the state also influence the worker-population ratio. Thus, Tamil Nadu with a relatively 
older population and a higher female employment worker population ratio is over 55%. 
In contrast, in Bihar with a relatively younger population and low female employment, 
less than 40% of the population is employed. Himachal Pradesh has amongst the highest 








